The Opening Voluntary
Introit:

Processional Hymn

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 20, 2020
Fantasia In D Minor
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Officiant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only
Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and
with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no
other commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:29-31

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

People together:

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
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Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and
even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those
that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



Exodus 16:2-15

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in
the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have
brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

Then the LORD said to Moses, “l am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each
day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way | will test
them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they
prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” So
Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was
the LoOrRD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see
the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your complaining against the LORD. For
what are we, that you complain against us?” And Moses said, “When the LORD gives
you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the LORD
has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining
is not against us but against the LORD.”

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near
to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.”” And as Aaron spoke to the whole
congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the
LORD appeared in the cloud. The LORD spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the
complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that | am the LORD your
God."

In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a
layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of
the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the
Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it
was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat.

Celebrant: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45  Confitemini Domino

1  Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.

3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.

4  Search for the LORD and his strength; *
continually seek his face.

5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.

37 He led out his people with silver and gold; *
in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.



38 Egypt was glad of their going, *
because they were afraid of them.

39 He spread out a cloud for a covering *
and a fire to give light in the night season.

40 They asked, and quails appeared, *
and he satisfied them with bread from heaven.

41 He opened the rock, and water flowed, *
so the river ran in the dry places.

42. For God remembered his holy word *
and Abraham his servant.

43 So he led forth his people with gladness, *
his chosen with shouts of joy.

44 He gave his people the lands of the nations, *
and they took the fruit of others' toil,

45 That they might keep his statutes *
and observe his laws.
Hallelujah!

Philippians 1:21-30

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful
labor for me; and | do not know which | prefer. | am hard pressed between the two:
my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the
flesh is more necessary for you. Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will remain
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that | may share
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when | come to you again.

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether | come
and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are standing firm
in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in
no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction,
but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the
privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- since you are
having the same struggle that you saw | had and now hear that | still have.

Celebrant: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God
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Music: Toplady, Thomas Hastings (1784-1872)

Matthew 20:1-16
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the
usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also
go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five
o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are
you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning
with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came,
each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought
they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage.



And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am
doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what
belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. Am | not
allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because |
am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ

The Sermon Rev. Nicholas Hull

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, On the third day he rose again
the Father, the Almighty, in accordance with the Scriptures;
maker of heaven and earth, he ascended into heaven
of all that is, seen and unseen. and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, He will come again in glory to judge the living
the only Son of God, and the dead,
eternally begotten of the Father, and his kingdom will have no end.
God from God, Light from Light, We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
true God from true God, giver of life,
begotten, not made, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
of one Being with the Father. With the Father and the Son he is
Through him all things were made. worshiped and glorified.
For us and for our salvation He has spoken through the Prophets.
he came down from heaven: We believe in one holy catholic and
by the power of the Holy Spirit apostolic Church.
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, We acknowledge one baptism for the
and was made man. forgiveness of sins.
For our sake he was crucified under We look for the resurrection of the dead,
Pontius Pilate; and the life of the world to come. Amen.

he suffered death and was buried.

The Prayers of the People

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.



Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others especially Lou, Julia, Scott, Marie, Pam,
John, Hilda, Mike, Sarah, Jane, Larry, David, Pete, Rusty, Darlene, Sharon, Ulla, Kathy, Ron,
Kathy, Kerielea, Pat, Katherine, Linda, Crystal, Tammy, Mallory, James, Rocky, Katherine,
Mary Ruth, Melissa, Colette, Linda, Jimmie, Lewis, Linda Bender, Kristin, Jimmy, Pat, Renee
David Bullins, Derrick and his family, Phillip, Helen and all students and parents.

Silence

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son:
Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve
in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offertory Anthem Chester William Billings, 1778

The Lord’s Prayer (People and Celebrant)

Our Father who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy Name, who trespass against us.
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses

And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (People and Celebrant)

My Jesus, | believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. |
love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since | cannot now receive you
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already
come, | embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be
separated from you. Amen. (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787)



Recessional Hymn Ora Labora Hymn 541
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Dismissal

My friends, life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who
travel with us, so be swift to love and make haste to be kind and go forth in the name of
Christ.

The Closing Voluntary “Allein zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ” Johann Pachelbel



Please inform the Church office at office@christchurchmvl.org if anyone needs to be
added or removed from the prayer list.

We remember in our prayers our companion church of All Saints Keighley and its Priest,
Jonathan Pritchard. Pray today for the Bishop’s Visitation to Good Shepherd Blue Grass.
Pray for the people of Good Shepherd Blue Grass and their Rector, The Rev. Helen
Beasley. The People of the Diocese of Haiti as they search for their new Bishop. The
Diocese of Leeds and their Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Nick Baines.

Grace Network - Our Grace Network Assignments for September 2020: Spaghetti Sauce (24
oz. jar or can) For the month of September: Dish Detergent, Deodorant, Laundry Detergent.
They are also in need of grocery bags for their food pantry. Use the Food Lion card for your
shopping or give the card to Sue Rosser to shop for Grace Network. “Grace is counting on us to
help keep their food pantry balanced. Thank you for supporting this outreach ministry.”

Hi, Friends
| pray that you all are faring well though these challenging times.

| wanted to reach out to you for a couple of opportunities for your church. Grace Network
is moving forward with our annual Pumpkin Patch and we are very excited to bring that to
First Baptist Church as we have done in the past. | believe that more than ever, this year,
the bright orange pumpkins in a field will just make you smile!

As in the past, we rely on our community partners to help to man the patch and we still
have several shifts that need to be filled. If your church is interested in filling a shift, please
contact our pumpkin coordinator, Sandi Teague at 276- 340-6288. She will be able to let
you know what shifts still need to be filled. Our pumpkins will arrive on September 25 at
4pm at First Baptist Church, Martinsville and we will be open for business September 26
thru October 31.

Our hours will be:
Monday - Friday 1-7pm
Saturdays 9-5

Sundays 1:30-5

Another opportunity is for the Henry County Food Pantry in Bassett. They are looking for
volunteers to help pack food boxes each week at their facility. They need volunteers every
Monday and every Wednesday from 9- noon. These boxes are distributed to four sites
where they are given to those in need of food. This is a program that is funded by the
Harvest Foundation and sponsored by Feeding America during these Covid-19 days. If you
are interested in helping with that you may contact Sharon Mills at 276-629-1369.

Thank you so much for your partnership and your prayers as we move forward to better
times.

Blessings, Tracy
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AmazonSmile has donated over $200 million to charities worldwide! You can help increase
AmazonSmile donations to Christ Episcopal Church by shopping at
smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0553801 or with AmazonSmile ON in the Amazon Shopping app.
Our thanks go out to you, Christ Episcopal Church supporters, and every supporter who
shops at smile.amazon.com.
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